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Plans, Results and Ramifications

l. Introduction:
Re-examining the Connecting Storyline Running Through Parshiot Toldot,
Vayetzei, Vayishlach

The Root Causes and Rivka’s Plan
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And the lads grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Yaakov was a
mild man, abiding in tents.
And Yitzchak loved Esav, for he did eat of his game; and Rivka loved Yaakov.
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6 And Rivka had said to Yaakov her son, saying: 'Behold, | heard your father speak to your
brother, saying: 7 Bring me game and make me delicacies, and | will eat, and | will bless you
before Hashem before my death. 8 And now, my son, listen to my voice to that which |
command you. 9 Please go to the flock, and fetch me from there two choice young kids of the
goats; and | will make of them delicacies for your father, as he loves; 10 and you will bring it to
your father, and he will eat, so that he may bless you before his death.'

B. Two Areas of Question...

e Practicalities: Did Yitzchak really mean to exclude Yaakov from a blessing? What drove
Rivka to create her plan? What would be the value of a “bracha in error?” What exactly
was her plan? Did she succeed?

e Ethics: Do the ends justify the means? Did Yaakov participate willingly in his mother’s
plan? What were the ramifications?
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. Yitzchak’s Strategy vs Rivka’s Strategy

A. The Blessing
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27And he came near, and kissed him. And he smelled the fragrance of his raiment, and blessed
him, and said: See, the fragrance of my son is as the fragrance of a field which Hashem has
blessed. 28 And may God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and
abundant grain and wine. 29 Peoples will you, and nations will bow down to you. Be a lord over
thy brethren, and your mother's sons will bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you,
and blessed be those who bless you.

e What is missing in this blessing?

B. A Second Blessing
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1 And Yitzchak called Yaakov, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: 'You shall not
take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Betuel
thy mother's father; and take for yourself a wife from there from the daughters of Lavban thy
mother's brother. 3 And may God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you,
and may you be a congregation of peoples; 4 and may He grant you the blessing of Avraham, to
thee, and to your offspring with you; that you may possess the land of your sojourns, that God
gave unto Avraham.'

e What does this second blessing contain that the first did not?
e Can the existence of two blessings provide us with a key to Yitzchak’s strategy? At face
value, does his plan have merit?
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C. Understanding Rivka

® \What might have been Rivka’s concerns?
® \What was she attempting to accomplish?

® How might have method and goal have worked in tandem in her plan?

D. Was Rivka’s plan Successful?
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He said, “It is still broad daylight, too early to round up the animals; water the flock and take
them to pasture.”
But they said, “We cannot, until all the flocks are rounded up; then the stone is rolled off the
mouth of the well and we water the sheep.”
While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s flock—for she was its
shepherd.
And when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of his mother’s brother Laban, and the flock of his
uncle Laban, Jacob went up and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well, and watered the
flock of his uncle Laban.
Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke into tears.
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After Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Give me leave to go back to my own

homeland.
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Give me my wives and my children, for whom | have served you, that | may go; for well you
know what services | have rendered you.”

But Laban said to him, “If | have found favor in your eyes. | have learned by divination that nint
has blessed me on your account.”

And he continued, “Name the wages due from me, and | will pay you.”

But he said, “You know well how | have served you and how your livestock has fared with me.
For the little you had before | came has grown to much, since nin' has blessed you wherever |
turned. And now, when shall | make provision for my own household?”
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So the man grew exceedingly prosperous, and came to own large flocks, maidservants and
menservants, camels and donkeys
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After spending the night there, he selected from what was at hand these presents for his
brother Esau:
200 she-goats and 20 he-goats; 200 ewes and 20 rams;
30 milch camels with their colts; 40 cows and 10 bulls; 20 she-asses and 10 he-asses.
These he put in the charge of his servants, drove by drove, and he told his servants, “Go on
ahead, and keep a distance between droves.”

[Il. Means and Ends

A. Yaakov’'s Immediate Reaction
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12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall be as a mocker in his eyes; and | will bring upon
myself a curse, and not a blessing.'
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14 And he went, and fetched, and brought to his mother; and his mother made delicacies, such
as his father loved.
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B. Rabbinic Struggle: A Spectrum of Approach
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Rashi, Rabbeinu Bachya, and others-unwilling to accept the possibility of deceit

Akeidat Yitzchak, Rebbe Zissel of Kelm, Nachshoni- All’s fair in love and war.
Yitzchak was obligated to use all means at his disposal to defeat Esav

C. What Goes Around Comes Around...
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26 And Lavan said: 'Such is not done in our place, to give the younger before the elder.’

Yaakov is deceived by...
1. Lavan, again and again
2. Leah (and Rachel)

3. Shimon and Levi

4. The brothers
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